SHARE…………………………10 Minutes
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Building friendships involves stepping out of your comfort zone and being the one to initiate. There are too many lonely people around us. Take some time this week to pray about specific people that you can connect with. Then don’t stop there. REACH OUT TO ONE OF THEM! Invite them for coffee, to small group, church or over for dinner. 
You may be the only person to reach out- don’t miss that opportunity.
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“Friend or Acquaintance”
CONNECT……………….
15 Minutes

What makes developing friendships difficult today?

Do you have a favorite television “friend”? What do you like about them?

GROW…………………...
35-40 Minutes
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How would you describe the people you called friends in high school?
What was something these friends knew about you that most other people did not?

What is the greatest sacrifice you remember a friend making for you?

Read John 15:9-17

Why is Jesus ‘friendship with us not a typical friendship?

Of the things Jesus talks about in this passage, which one is most important to you in a friendship?

· Friends reveal their true thoughts and feelings to each other.

· Friends respect each other’s wishes.

· Friends sacrifice for each other

· Friends encourage each other to grow spiritually

What do you need to ask for in Christ’s name to strengthen your friendships? John 15:16-17

Reflect on what it means to you that Jesus can be our friend and how you can open yourself more to that friendship.

WORSHIP…………………
20 Minutes
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Spend some time thanking God for the friends that you have. What are you thankful for?
Pray that God would strengthen your friendships.

Ask group members if there are any specific difficult friendships that they would like you as a group to pray about with them. Be sure to remind the group of keeping everything that is shared confidential.

SERVE………………………….15 Minutes
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Set aside two hours this coming week for friendship building.

Plan on sharing something new about yourself with a friend.

Identify at least two talents a friend has and encourage him or her in at least one of them.
