SHARE…………………………10 Minutes
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It is so important for us to be mission minded. It may seem like there is enough time to reach our friends and family, but time is running out. We must take seriously Jesus command to “go and make disciples!”
One of the most effective ways to remember this command is to place an empty chair in your small group circle. As you share together you will be reminded that there are many people who could be with you, but because of their not knowing Jesus as their Lord and Savior they are not. 

Pray for opportunities and be creative about how to remember these people throughout the week. We must find ways to make this not only a part of our small group, but to get it from our head to our hearts.
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“Why Does God Let Us Struggle?”

Week of 

DECEMBER 10-16, 2006

Success isn’t made by what life hands you but by what you do with what life hands you. Setbacks are actually building blocks in disguise. Don’t avoid them- and definitely don’t discard them. Jesus the master climber awaits your partnering with Him to fulfill your purpose. When we grasp that every lesson in life- both good and bad- can strengthen us, we will advance toward a life of excellence by building with what life throws at us!

CONNECT……………….
15 Minutes

Do you remember the first time you asked the question, “Why does God let us struggle?” What was the situation? 

GROW…………………...
35-40 Minutes
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 “Lord, if this is the way you treat your friends, no wonder you have so few!”   Teresa of Avila
1. Have you ever felt this way? What are some of the false beliefs that this quote uncovers about God and struggle?
2. Have you been in a struggle that you knew was a “correction” struggle? Why do you believe it was God’s discipline? What did it accomplish in your life?
3. Reflect and respond to this quote “God sees our potential we see the pain or personal.
4. What do you tend to use as an anesthetic for pain and struggle? (ex: alchohol, relationships, shopping, work, chocolate cake) What would God have us do with our pain?
5. Read John 16:33. What are the key truths in this verse? What struggles did Jesus face in order to overcome the world? According to 1 Peter 5:10 and James 1:2-4 how do we benefit from God allowing us to struggle?
6. Read Isaiah 40:31. Struggles sap our strength. God promises to renew it. What “spiritual disciplines” or “practices” must we put in place to continually be renewed spiritually?
WORSHIP…………………
20 Minutes

[image: image4.jpg]


 

1. Prepare your heart: (Break off into pairs)

Share with one another about your personal time with the Lord. Are you spending time daily in the Word, and Prayer? Begin by sharing things you are thankful for.
2. Be Available: (everyone together)
Ask him to use you to fulfill his purposes in your community. Ask Him for strength, courage, endurance, patience as you continue to grow and develop your relationships with one another. Spend time praying for the individuals your small group is trying to reach out to. Pray for them by name.
3. Pray for one another:

What can you pray about for one another and on behalf of other people?

SERVE………………………….15 Minutes
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We have a fantastic new opportunity for Small groups to work together and benefit Project Share. New Life Community has agreed to partner with Project Share in adopting the Farm Stand building and property on the corner of Pitt St. and Lincoln St. 
This property will be a food distribution location 2-3 times each week. We are responsible for cutting grass, shoveling snow and keeping the property looking great! We would love to have our small groups volunteer to take one week on a rotating basis. This would mean that your group would only be responsible once every 7-10 weeks. Let Pastor Ryan know if you are willing to serve as a group in this way or have more questions.
