SHARE…………………………10 Minutes
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It is so important for us to be mission minded. It may seem like there is enough time to reach our friends and family, but time is running out. We must take seriously Jesus command to “go and make disciples!”
One of the most effective ways to remember this command is to place an empty chair in your small group circle. As you share together you will be reminded that there are many people who could be with you, but because of their not knowing Jesus as their Lord and Savior they are not. 

Pray for opportunities and be creative about how to remember these people throughout the week. We must find ways to make this not only a part of our small group, but to get it from our head to our hearts.
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“What Do You Do When You Hit Rock Bottom?”

Week of 

DECEMBER 3- 9, 2006

Success isn’t made by what life hands you but by what you do with what life hands you. Setbacks are actually building blocks in disguise. Don’t avoid them- and definitely don’t discard them. Jesus the master climber awaits your partnering with Him to fulfill your purpose. When we grasp that every lesson in life- both good and bad- can strengthen us, we will advance toward a life of excellence by building with what life throws at us!

CONNECT……………….
15 Minutes

What important things that have been accomplished in this world can you think of that were not accomplished on the first try?

(Ex: Light bulb/ Abraham Lincoln- presidential pursuit/ Missions to Tibet)

GROW…………………...
35-40 Minutes
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1. What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear that “God loves us so much that He will go to extremes to get our attention”? Why is that the first thing?

2. In your opinion why do we have such a hard time putting down the shovel? Why do we continue to dig ourselves deeper holes? 
3. Read Jonah 1:11-13. Why could they not row back to shore? How do we find a balance between helping and enabling someone that has hit rock bottom? 

4. Read Matthew 26:69-75 & Matthew 26:47-50. Both of these men betrayed Jesus. Both men were in the middle of a storm that could potentially either destroy them or build them. Discuss each man’s reaction and decisions and the final outcome of those decisions following these two passages of scripture. Why did Peter experience growth and Judas commit suicide?
5. I think that “Crying Out To God” is a significant part of surviving and overcoming struggles. Our problem is that we think of “crying out” as an emotional response rather than an honest plea. Talk about the difference and what “crying out” might look like in your life.
6. Read Isaiah 40:31. What does waiting on the Lord look like for you and me? What are the benefits? Looking at your life right now are you experiencing the promise of this verse? What might you need to do or continue doing to experience this promise?

WORSHIP…………………
20 Minutes
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1. Prepare your heart: (Break off into pairs)

Share with one another about your personal time with the Lord. Are you spending time daily in the Word, and Prayer? Begin by sharing things you are thankful for.
2. Be Available: (everyone together)
Ask him to use you to fulfill his purposes in your community. Ask Him for strength, courage, endurance, patience as you continue to grow and develop your relationships with one another. Spend time praying for the individuals your small group is trying to reach out to. Pray for them by name.
3. Pray for one another:

What can you pray about for one another and on behalf of other people?

SERVE………………………….15 Minutes
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We have a fantastic new opportunity for Small groups to work together and benefit Project Share. New Life Community has agreed to partner with Project Share in adopting the Farm Stand building and property on the corner of Pitt St. and Lincoln St. 
This property will be a food distribution location 2-3 times each week. We are responsible for cutting grass, shoveling snow and keeping the property looking great! We would love to have our small groups volunteer to take one week on a rotating basis. This would mean that your group would only be responsible once every 7-10 weeks. Let Pastor Ryan know if you are willing to serve as a group in this way or have more questions.
